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Expander coupling a pair of bus segments is 
in normal repeating mode 
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Expander enters into isolation mode in response 
to isolation command 






Expander exits isolation mode into normal 
repeating mode in response to exit isolation command 
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Select, by a host computer, an expander coupled 
to a bus segment to be isolated 
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Instruct the expander to enter into 
isolation mode 






Selected expander stops repeating signals 
and releases both near and far sides 
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FIG. 5A 
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Select, by a host computer, an expander 
in isolation mode 
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Instruct the expander to exit isolation mode 
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Selected expander waits until BUS FREE signal 
is asserted on the other bus segment to start 
repeating signals and releases near side to 
BUS FREE 
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FIG. 5B 



